OUR AMBASSADOR KING

people, but always their words were intended as a re-
inforcement of social distinctions, always their effect was
to make the crowd stand at a respectful distance and to
cry " God bless you, lady." Such philanthropists, being
the poor's complementary part, are always with us.
They have been called to mind here to indicate a type
which is the very antithesis of the Prince of Wales.
The immense publicity which he enjoys (or silently
suffers) does not invariably assist towards a clear con-
ception of him in this connection. There are those who,
reading of his visits to tenants, his friendly chats and his
requests for a bite of food, are quick to conclude that
these are no more than incidents of play-acting, that they
are harmless, necessary details in the enactment of the
role of King's eldest son. They probably visualise the
Prince sitting down gingerly in a Kennington kitchen and
then hurrying back home for disinfectants and some-
thing to take away the taste of disgustingly strong tea.

In this he pays the penalty of having been for the last
twenty years the most published personality in England
and, in spite of the magnification of film-stars, one of the
most published in the world. Part of that penalty has
been to be at the mercy of the childish mentality of con-
temporary publicists. One of the objects of this present
study is to correct the impression that the Prince leads
the fife of a matinee idol. The part he plays and must in
the future play, has little in common with the stage. It
is real and important. Most of the glamour with which
it is associated exists only in the minds of spectators,
especially in the minds of those who find allurement in
any life outside their own, provided it can carry a head-
line*

It is certain that the people of Canada had no doubts
about the Prince as a real man. TThey are not given to
star-gating in that country. If the Prince had been the
type who relies upon a picture-postcard reputation to
ensure him an ovation everywhere, the Canadians
would have brought him to earth with a minimum of
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